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TAGS: PFOR IS EG 

SUBJECT :ISRAELI CARGO THROUGH THE SUEZ CANAL 
GENEVA FOR DEPASSTSECY SAUNDERS 

1. WE ARE REPEATING TO YOU CAIRO 9072 REPORTING F.TT.TS' 

LAST CONVERSATION WITH FAHMY ON THIS SUBJECT, FOR YOUR 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

2. PLEASE TELL ALLON THAT, FOLLOWING FAHMY'S REACTION TO 
FITTS' INITIAL APPROACH ON PASSAGE OF ISRAELI CARGO THIS 
WEEKEND, AS REPORTED TO DINITZ BY ATHERTON (STATE 217461), 

WE ASKED EILTS TO GO BACK TO FAHMY TO EMPHASIZE NEED FOR 
REASONABLY EARLY RESOLUTION OF THIS ISSUE. 

3. YOU SHOULD THEN SAY THAT FAHMY HAS AUTHORIZED US TO 
PASS ON IN STRICT CONFIDENCE HIS PERSONAL REASSURANCES THAT 
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ISRAELI NONMILITARY CARGO THROUGH THE SUEZ CANAL; THAT, 
HOWEVER, HE POINTS OUT THAT THE PRESENT MOMENT, AS THE 
ISRAELIS MUST REALIZE, IS THE WORST THAT COULD BE CHOSEN IN 
TERMS OF THE GOE S CURRENT CONFRONTATION WITH ITS ARAB AND 
SOVIET CRITICS, AND THAT HE STATES THE ISRAELIS SHOULD 

THEREFORE DEFER TRANSIT OF THEIR CARGO, BUT THEY COULD BE 
SURE SUCH CARGO TRANSIT WILL BE HONORED AS SOON AS POSSI- 
BLE. 

4. IN PASSING ALONG FOREGOING, YOU SHOULD EMPHASIZE THAT 
THIS IS BEING DONE IN STRICT CONFIDENCE. LEAKS IN THE 
ISRAELI PRESS ABOUT A MESSAGE FROM FAHMY WILL ONLY 
EXACERBATE SADAT'S PROBLEMS. KISSINGER 
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